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At-Home Back-to-School Blessing 

 
 
Gather in a space where your whole family will feel comfortable. This could be a kitchen 
table, a living room, a porch… anywhere! Light a candle and have a bowl or cup of water 
nearby to remember your Baptism. 
 
Also have on hand any things you would like to bless together at the start of this school 
year: backpacks, notebooks, computers and tablets, etc. 
 
At any time, you may choose to add music or songs. You might sing some of your family’s 
favorite hymns or songs from church. 
 
 
 
SHARE: Begin by sharing as a family. 

• For what are you most excited this school year? 

• For what are you most nervous this school year? 

• How can you share the light and love of Christ in the coming year? 
 
Optional activity: Write down your answers to these questions on index cards or slips of 
paper and put them in a bowl as an offering to God. 
 
READ: Isaiah 43:18-19 (NRSV) 
 
Forget the former things; do not dwell on the past. See, I am doing a new thing! Now it 
springs up; do you not perceive it? I am making a way in the wilderness and streams in the 
wasteland. 
 
TALK: 

• What new beginnings are you experiencing at the start of this school year? 

• I wonder where you might see God during this new year? 

• I wonder what might be more difficult for you during this year? Where might God 
show up in that difficulty? 

• I wonder what it means to “make a way in the wilderness?” How is God making a 
way for us now? 
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PRAY: Gather all of the things you would like to bless together (backpacks, notebooks, 
computers/tablets, etc.) and place them in a location where everyone can see them. 
 
God, we pray for students and teachers at the beginning of this school year. Give them 
open minds and hearts to learn and to experience more fully the majesty of the world you 
have created. When they are nervous, remind them of your love. When they are frustrated, 
give them peace and rest. Enable them to grow in knowledge and wisdom during this 
school year and all the days of their lives. Bless all these items and those who carry them. In 
the name of Jesus Christ who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God now 
and forever. Amen. 
Adapted from https://buildfaith.org/wp-content/uploads/2014/08/BLESSING-OF-THE-BACKPACKS.pdf 
 
 
BLESS: Pray this blessing on each other. 
 
Live without fear: your Creator has made you holy, has always protected you, and loves 
you as a mother. Go in peace to follow the good road and may God’s blessing be with us 
always. Amen. 
- Saint Clare 
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