
Resurrection Lutheran Church thanks the Office of Worship of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in 
America for providing these resources for worshiping at home during the Holy Three Days of 
Maundy Thursday, Good Friday, and the Vigil of Easter. 

Worship in the Home 

The Holy Three Days: Vigil of Easter 
April 11, 2020 
In this time of world-wide crisis, congregations throughout this 
church are not able to gather for worship as the body of Christ. While 
you cannot be together in person, we can hear the word of God and 
hold each other in prayer. 

What follows here are resources for you and those with whom you 
live to use for praying together on the three central days of the 
Christian year. While Easter is every Sunday, these Three Days are like 
one great annual Sunday. But because of the pandemic, we cannot 
do these important services together in church. While Easter is a 
joyful festival, we keep it now in a time of difficulty and world-wide sorrow. Still, we believe that 
Christ is with us in his word, by his Spirit drawing us together as one before God. And we believe 
that the gospel of Christ gives us strength amid distress and comfort in the face of our sufferings. 

There are other resources you may wish to consult as well. While hymns and songs are suggested, 
you are welcome to choose others that will work in your context. Likewise the prayers of 
intercession may be adapted as desired. Brief summaries of the scripture readings are included 
following each reading for personal meditation or conversation. If you have young children, you 
may wish to see a multi-sensory resource provided here. 

In setting up a space for worship, consider the physical symbols you could set out. On the Vigil of 
Easter, consider a bowl of water and a candle.  

After the last prayers on Saturday evening, do celebrate. It is Easter. Have at least one piece of 
chocolate or something else you love. 

Christ is risen! 

A similar version of these resources in Spanish is available: Los Tres Dias – Recurso para la casa 
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Sit before an unlit candle and a bowl of water. 

Light the candle, saying: 

The light of Christ, rising in glory, dispel the darkness of our hearts and minds. 
Thanks be to God. 

Easter Proclamation 

Rejoice, all heavenly choirs of angels! 
Christ has conquered; the risen Savior shines upon you. 
This is the night in which the true Lamb is slain. 
This is the night: this is the night. 

This the night in which the children of Israel were led through the sea. 
This is the night: this is the night. 

This is the night in which all who believe in Christ are renewed in grace. 
This is the night: this is the night. 

The holiness of this night restores joy to those who mourn and humbles earthly pride. 
Therefore this night, O God, receive our praise for the resurrection of Jesus Christ. 
May Christ, the Morning Star, rising from the grave, 
shed light on the whole human race. 
And we pray, O God: preserve and protect your church, 
giving us peace, in this time and forever. 
Amen. 

And pray this prayer: 

O God, you are the creator of the world, the liberator of your people, and the wisdom of the 
earth. By the resurrection of your Son, free us from our fears, restore us in your image, and ignite 
us with your light, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and 
the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 
Amen. 

Then choose among these five OLD TESTAMENT READINGS, reading as many as you decide. If 
you’d like suggestions for sung responses to these readings, options for these and additional vigil 
readings composed by Chad Fothergill for use in the home can be found using the link below. 

Easter Vigil Song Suggestions 

First Reading Genesis 1:1—2:4a 

1In the beginning when God created the heavens and the earth, 2the earth was a formless void 
and darkness covered the face of the deep, while a wind from God swept over the face of the 
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waters. 3Then God said, “Let there be light”; and there was light. 4And 
God saw that the light was good; and God separated the light from the 
darkness. 5God called the light Day, and the darkness he called Night. 
And there was evening and there was morning, the first day. 

6And God said, “Let there be a dome in the midst of the waters, and let 
it separate the waters from the waters.” 7So God made the dome and 
separated the waters that were under the dome from the waters that 
were above the dome. And it was so. 8God called the dome Sky. And 
there was evening and there was morning, the second day. 

9And God said, “Let the waters under the sky be gathered together into one place, and let the dry 
land appear.” And it was so. 10God called the dry land Earth, and the waters that were gathered 
together he called Seas. And God saw that it was good. 11Then God said, “Let the earth put forth 
vegetation: plants yielding seed, and fruit trees of every kind on earth that bear fruit with the seed 
in it.” And it was so. 12The earth brought forth vegetation: plants yielding seed of every kind, and 
trees of every kind bearing fruit with the seed in it. And God saw that it was good. 13And there 
was evening and there was morning, the third day. 

14And God said, “Let there be lights in the dome of the sky to separate the day from the night; and 
let them be for signs and for seasons and for days and years, 15and let them be lights in the dome 
of the sky to give light upon the earth.” And it was so. 16God made the two great lights—the 
greater light to rule the day and the lesser light to rule the night—and the stars. 17God set them in 
the dome of the sky to give light upon the earth, 18to rule over the day and over the night, and to 
separate the light from the darkness. And God saw that it was good. 19And there was evening and 
there was morning, the fourth day. 

20And God said, “Let the waters bring forth swarms of living creatures, and let birds fly above the 
earth across the dome of the sky.” 21So God created the great sea monsters and every living 
creature that moves, of every kind, with which the waters swarm, and every winged bird of every 
kind. And God saw that it was good. 22God blessed them, saying, “Be fruitful and multiply and fill 
the waters in the seas, and let birds multiply on the earth.” 23And there was evening and there was 
morning, the fifth day. 

24And God said, “Let the earth bring forth living creatures of every kind: cattle and creeping things 
and wild animals of the earth of every kind.” And it was so. 25God made the wild animals of the 
earth of every kind, and the cattle of every kind, and everything that creeps upon the ground of 
every kind. And God saw that it was good. 

26Then God said, “Let us make humankind in our image, according to our likeness; and let them 
have dominion over the fish of the sea, and over the birds of the air, and over the cattle, and over 
all the wild animals of the earth, and over every creeping thing that creeps upon the earth.” 

27So God created humankind in his image, 
in the image of God he created them; 
male and female he created them. 

28God blessed them, and God said to them, “Be fruitful and multiply, and fill the earth and subdue 
it; and have dominion over the fish of the sea and over the birds of the air and over every living 
thing that moves upon the earth.” 29God said, “See, I have given you every plant yielding seed 
that is upon the face of all the earth, and every tree with seed in its fruit; you shall have them for 
food. 30And to every beast of the earth, and to every bird of the air, and to everything that creeps 
on the earth, everything that has the breath of life, I have given every green plant for food.” And it 
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was so. 31God saw everything that he had made, and indeed, it was very good. And there was 
evening and there was morning, the sixth day. 

2:1Thus the heavens and the earth were finished, and all their multitude. 2And on the seventh day 
God finished the work that he had done, and he rested on the seventh day from all the work that 
he had done. 3So God blessed the seventh day and hallowed it, because on it God rested from all 
the work that he had done in creation. 

4aThese are the generations of the heavens and the earth when they were created. 

Word of God, word of life. 
Thanks be to God. 

Prayer 
Almighty God, you wonderfully created the dignity of human nature and yet more wonderfully 
restored it. In your mercy, let us share the divine life of the one who came to share our humanity, 
Jesus Christ, your Son, our Lord. 
Amen. 

About this reading: 
Especially now, we long for an ordered world. In spite of death and sorrow, the resurrection of 
Jesus Christ contains the promise of a new creation. Baptized into his death and resurrection, we 
are made witnesses to God’s new creation, and it is very good. 

Second Reading  Exodus 14:10-31; 15:20-21 

10As Pharaoh drew near, the Israelites looked back, and there were the 
Egyptians advancing on them. In great fear the Israelites cried out to the 
Lord. 11They said to Moses, “Was it because there were no graves in 
Egypt that you have taken us away to die in the wilderness? What have 
you done to us, bringing us out of Egypt? 12Is this not the very thing we 
told you in Egypt, ‘Let us alone and let us serve the Egyptians’? For it 
would have been better for us to serve the Egyptians than to die in the 
wilderness.” 13But Moses said to the people, “Do not be afraid, stand firm, and see the 
deliverance that the Lord will accomplish for you today; for the Egyptians whom you see today 
you shall never see again. 14The Lord will fight for you, and you have only to keep still.” 

15Then the Lord said to Moses, “Why do you cry out to me? Tell the Israelites to go forward. 16But 
you lift up your staff, and stretch out your hand over the sea and divide it, that the Israelites may 
go into the sea on dry ground. 17Then I will harden the hearts of the Egyptians so that they will go 
in after them; and so I will gain glory for myself over Pharaoh and all his army, his chariots, and 
his chariot drivers. 18And the Egyptians shall know that I am the Lord, when I have gained glory 
for myself over Pharaoh, his chariots, and his chariot drivers.” 

19The angel of God who was going before the Israelite army moved and went behind them; and 
the pillar of cloud moved from in front of them and took its place behind them. 20It came between 
the army of Egypt and the army of Israel. And so the cloud was there with the darkness, and it lit 
up the night; one did not come near the other all night. 

21Then Moses stretched out his hand over the sea. The Lord drove the sea back by a strong east 
wind all night, and turned the sea into dry land; and the waters were divided. 22The Israelites went 
into the sea on dry ground, the waters forming a wall for them on their right and on their 
left. 23The Egyptians pursued, and went into the sea after them, all of Pharaoh’s horses, chariots, 
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and chariot drivers. 24At the morning watch the Lord in the pillar of fire and cloud looked down 
upon the Egyptian army, and threw the Egyptian army into panic. 25He clogged their chariot 
wheels so that they turned with difficulty. The Egyptians said, “Let us flee from the Israelites, for 
the Lord is fighting for them against Egypt.” 

26Then the Lord said to Moses, “Stretch out your hand over the sea, so that the water may come 
back upon the Egyptians, upon their chariots and chariot drivers.” 27So Moses stretched out his 
hand over the sea, and at dawn the sea returned to its normal depth. As the Egyptians fled before 
it, the Lord tossed the Egyptians into the sea. 28The waters returned and covered the chariots and 
the chariot drivers, the entire army of Pharaoh that had followed them into the sea; not one of 
them remained. 29But the Israelites walked on dry ground through the sea, the waters forming a 
wall for them on their right and on their left. 

30Thus the Lord saved Israel that day from the Egyptians; and Israel saw the Egyptians dead on the 
seashore. 31Israel saw the great work that the Lord did against the Egyptians. So the people 
feared the Lord and believed in the Lord and in his servant Moses. 

15:20Then the prophet Miriam, Aaron’s sister, took a tambourine in her hand; and all the women 
went out after her with tambourines and with dancing. 21And Miriam sang to them: 
“Sing to the Lord, for he has triumphed gloriously; 
horse and rider he has thrown into the sea.” 

Word of God, word of life. 
Thanks be to God. 

Prayer 
O God, whose wonderful deeds of old shine forth even to our own day: By the power of your 
mighty arm you once delivered your chosen people from slavery under Pharaoh, a sign for us of 
the salvation offered to everyone by the water of baptism. Grant that all the peoples of earth may 
partake in the salvation of the Israelites and together dance on the safe side of the sea, through 
Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 
Amen. 

About this reading: 
We long for freedom from fear and confusion, sin and death. The resurrection of Christ brings us 
through the sea to new life, and baptism has enacted that exodus. 

Third Reading: Ezekiel 37:1–14 

1The hand of the Lord came upon me, and he brought me out by the spirit 
of the Lord and set me down in the middle of a valley; it was full of 
bones. 2He led me all around them; there were very many lying in the 
valley, and they were very dry. 3He said to me, “Mortal, can these bones 
live?” I answered, “O Lord God, you know.” 4Then he said to me, 
“Prophesy to these bones, and say to them: O dry bones, hear the word of 
the Lord. 5Thus says the Lord God to these bones: I will cause breath to 
enter you, and you shall live. 6I will lay sinews on you, and will cause 
flesh to come upon you, and cover you with skin, and put breath in you, 
and you shall live; and you shall know that I am the Lord.” 

7So I prophesied as I had been commanded; and as I prophesied, suddenly there was a noise, a 
rattling, and the bones came together, bone to its bone. 8I looked, and there were sinews on 
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them, and flesh had come upon them, and skin had covered them; but there was no breath in 
them. 9Then he said to me, “Prophesy to the breath, prophesy, mortal, and say to the breath: Thus 
says the Lord God: Come from the four winds, O breath, and breathe upon these slain, that they 
may live.” 10I prophesied as he commanded me, and the breath came into them, and they lived, 
and stood on their feet, a vast multitude. 

11Then he said to me, “Mortal, these bones are the whole house of Israel. They say, ‘Our bones are 
dried up, and our hope is lost; we are cut off completely.’ 12Therefore prophesy, and say to them, 
Thus says the Lord God: I am going to open your graves, and bring you up from your graves, 
O my people; and I will bring you back to the land of Israel. 13And you shall know that I am the 
Lord, when I open your graves, and bring you up from your graves, O my people. 14I will put my 
spirit within you, and you shall live, and I will place you on your own soil; then you shall know 
that I, the Lord, have spoken and will act, says the Lord.” 

Word of God, word of life. 
Thanks be to God. 

Prayer 
Living God, by the death and resurrection of your Son you have brought us out of sin into 
righteousness and out of death into life. Breathe into us your life-giving Spirit, that receiving the 
gifts of word and sacrament, we may live in the hope of all your blessings to come, through Jesus 
Christ, our Savior and Lord. 
Amen. 

About this reading: 
We are the dry bones. The Spirit of God, poured out from Christ’s death and resurrection, makes 
us alive together with him, a whole people standing together in new life, even when we are 
separated from each other. 

Fourth Reading  Jonah 1:1—2:1 

1Now the word of the Lord came to Jonah son of Amittai, saying, 2“Go 
at once to Nineveh, that great city, and cry out against it; for their 
wickedness has come up before me.” 3But Jonah set out to flee to 
Tarshish from the presence of the Lord. He went down to Joppa and 
found a ship going to Tarshish; so he paid his fare and went on board, to 
go with them to Tarshish, away from the presence of the Lord. 

4But the Lord hurled a great wind upon the sea, and such a mighty 
storm came upon the sea that the ship threatened to break up. 5Then the mariners were afraid, 
and each cried to his god. They threw the cargo that was in the ship into the sea, to lighten it for 
them. Jonah, meanwhile, had gone down into the hold of the ship and had lain down, and was 
fast asleep. 6The captain came and said to him, “What are you doing sound asleep? Get up, call 
on your god! Perhaps the god will spare us a thought so that we do not perish.” 

7The sailors said to one another, “Come, let us cast lots, so that we may know on whose account 
this calamity has come upon us.” So they cast lots, and the lot fell on Jonah. 8Then they said to 
him, “Tell us why this calamity has come upon us. What is your occupation? Where do you come 
from? What is your country? And of what people are you?” 9“I am a Hebrew,” he replied. “I 
worship the Lord, the God of heaven, who made the sea and the dry land.” 10Then the men were 
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even more afraid, and said to him, “What is this that you have done!” For the men knew that he 
was fleeing from the presence of the Lord, because he had told them so. 

11Then they said to him, “What shall we do to you, that the sea may quiet down for us?” For the 
sea was growing more and more tempestuous. 12He said to them, “Pick me up and throw me into 
the sea; then the sea will quiet down for you; for I know it is because of me that this great storm 
has come upon you.” 13Nevertheless the men rowed hard to bring the ship back to land, but they 
could not, for the sea grew more and more stormy against them. 14Then they cried out to the Lord, 
“Please, O Lord, we pray, do not let us perish on account of this man’s life. Do not make us guilty 
of innocent blood; for you, O Lord, have done as it pleased you.” 15So they picked Jonah up and 
threw him into the sea; and the sea ceased from its raging. 6Then the men feared the Lord even 
more, and they offered a sacrifice to the Lord and made vows.17But the Lord provided a large fish 
to swallow up Jonah; and Jonah was in the belly of the fish three days and three nights. 

2:1Then Jonah prayed to the Lord his God from the belly of the fish. 

Word of God, word of life. 
Thanks be to God. 

Prayer 
O God of deliverance, you saved Jonah through the waters of death, and after three days you 
brought him to new life. Speak to us by this sign, and call us to repentance, that we may heed the 
voice of your risen Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 
Amen. 

About this reading: 
We have often run away from our vocation as witnesses to new life, hope and forgiveness in 
Christ. His resurrection, like Jonah coming out of the fish after three days, and our baptism into 
that resurrection, making us like Jonah, restores us to that vocation. 

Fifth Reading  Daniel 3:1–29 

1King Nebuchadnezzar made a golden statue whose height was sixty 
cubits and whose width was six cubits; he set it up on the plain of Dura in 
the province of Babylon. 2Then King Nebuchadnezzar sent for the satraps, 
the prefects, and the governors, the counselors, the treasurers, the justices, 
the magistrates, and all the officials of the provinces, to assemble and 
come to the dedication of the statue that King Nebuchadnezzar had set 
up. 3So the satraps, the prefects, and the governors, the counselors, the 
treasurers, the justices, the magistrates, and all the officials of the provinces, assembled for the 
dedication of the statue that King Nebuchadnezzar had set up. When they were standing before 
the statue that Nebuchadnezzar had set up, 4the herald proclaimed aloud, “You are commanded, 
O peoples, nations, and languages, 5that when you hear the sound of the horn, pipe, lyre, trigon, 
harp, drum, and entire musical ensemble, you are to fall down and worship the golden statue that 
King Nebuchadnezzar has set up. 6Whoever does not fall down and worship shall immediately 
be thrown into a furnace of blazing fire.” 7Therefore, as soon as all the peoples heard the sound of 
the horn, pipe, lyre, trigon, harp, drum, and entire musical ensemble, all the peoples, nations, 
and languages fell down and worshiped the golden statue that King Nebuchadnezzar had set up. 

8Accordingly, at this time certain Chaldeans came forward and denounced the Jews. 9They said to 
King Nebuchadnezzar, “O king, live forever! 10You, O king, have made a decree, that everyone 
who hears the sound of the horn, pipe, lyre, trigon, harp, drum, and entire musical ensemble, 
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shall fall down and worship the golden statue, 11and whoever does not fall down and worship 
shall be thrown into a furnace of blazing fire. 12There are certain Jews whom you have appointed 
over the affairs of the province of Babylon: Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego. These pay no 
heed to you, O king. They do not serve your gods and they do not worship the golden statue that 
you have set up.” 

13Then Nebuchadnezzar in furious rage commanded that Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego be 
brought in; so they brought those men before the king. 14Nebuchadnezzar said to them, “Is it true, 
O Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego, that you do not serve my gods and you do not worship the 
golden statue that I have set up? 15Now if you are ready when you hear the sound of the horn, 
pipe, lyre, trigon, harp, drum, and entire musical ensemble to fall down and worship the statue 
that I have made, well and good. But if you do not worship, you shall immediately be thrown into 
a furnace of blazing fire, and who is the god that will deliver you out of my hands?” 

16Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego answered the king, “O Nebuchadnezzar, we have no need 
to present a defense to you in this matter. 17If our God whom we serve is able to deliver us from 
the furnace of blazing fire and out of your hand, O king, let him deliver us. 18But if not, be it 
known to you, O king, that we will not serve your gods and we will not worship the golden 
statue that you have set up.” 

19Then Nebuchadnezzar was so filled with rage against Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego that 
his face was distorted. He ordered the furnace heated up seven times more than was 
customary, 20and ordered some of the strongest guards in his army to bind Shadrach, Meshach, 
and Abednego and to throw them into the furnace of blazing fire. 21So the men were bound, still 
wearing their tunics, their trousers, their hats, and their other garments, and they were thrown 
into the furnace of blazing fire. 22Because the king’s command was urgent and the furnace was so 
overheated, the raging flames killed the men who lifted Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego. 23But 
the three men, Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego, fell down, bound, into the furnace of blazing 
fire. 

24Then King Nebuchadnezzar was astonished and rose up quickly. He said to his counselors, 
“Was it not three men that we threw bound into the fire?” They answered the king, “True, 
O king.” 25He replied, “But I see four men unbound, walking in the middle of the fire, and they 
are not hurt; and the fourth has the appearance of a god.” 26Nebuchadnezzar then approached 
the door of the furnace of blazing fire and said, “Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego, servants of 
the Most High God, come out! Come here!” So Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego came out 
from the fire. 27And the satraps, the prefects, the governors, and the king’s counselors gathered 
together and saw that the fire had not had any power over the bodies of those men; the hair of 
their heads was not singed, their tunics were not harmed, and not even the smell of fire came 
from them. 28Nebuchadnezzar said, “Blessed be the God of Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego, 
who has sent his angel and delivered his servants who trusted in him. They disobeyed the king’s 
command and yielded up their bodies rather than serve and worship any god except their own 
God. 29Therefore I make a decree: Any people, nation, or language that utters blasphemy against 
the God of Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego shall be torn limb from limb, and their houses laid 
in ruins; for there is no other god who is able to deliver in this way.” 

Word of God, Word of life. 
Thanks be to God. 

Prayer 
Almighty and eternal God, the only hope of the world, by the proclamation of your prophets you 
declare to us the word of salvation. By the grace of your Spirit increase the devotion of all the 
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baptized, that, strengthened by your presence, we may withstand hardship and sorrow and be 
united with your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 
Amen. 

About this reading: 
In this difficult time, we are in the fire. But the Crucified and Risen Christ is with us in the fire, 
and we are saved. And Nebuchadnezzar once again does not get it: no one is to be torn limb 
from limb! God’s mercy is for all. 

After the readings, the Gospel is read. 

Gospel:  John 20:1–18 

The holy gospel according to John. 
Glory to you, O Lord. 

1Early on the first day of the week, while it was still dark, Mary Magdalene 
came to the tomb and saw that the stone had been removed from the 
tomb. 2So she ran and went to Simon Peter and the other disciple, the one 
whom Jesus loved, and said to them, “They have taken the Lord out of the 
tomb, and we do not know where they have laid him.” 3Then Peter and the 
other disciple set out and went toward the tomb. 4The two were running 
together, but the other disciple outran Peter and reached the tomb first. 5He 
bent down to look in and saw the linen wrappings lying there, but he did 
not go in. 6Then Simon Peter came, following him, and went into the tomb. 

He saw the linen wrappings lying there, 7and the cloth that had been on Jesus’ head, not lying 
with the linen wrappings but rolled up in a place by itself. 8Then the other disciple, who reached 
the tomb first, also went in, and he saw and believed; 9for as yet they did not understand the 
scripture, that he must rise from the dead. 10Then the disciples returned to their homes. 

11But Mary stood weeping outside the tomb. As she wept, she bent over to look into the 
tomb; 12and she saw two angels in white, sitting where the body of Jesus had been lying, one at 
the head and the other at the feet. 13They said to her, “Woman, why are you weeping?” She said 
to them, “They have taken away my Lord, and I do not know where they have laid him.” 14When 
she had said this, she turned around and saw Jesus standing there, but she did not know that it 
was Jesus. 15Jesus said to her, “Woman, why are you weeping? Whom are you looking for?” 
Supposing him to be the gardener, she said to him, “Sir, if you have carried him away, tell me 
where you have laid him, and I will take him away.” 16Jesus said to her, “Mary!” She turned and 
said to him in Hebrew, “Rabbouni!” (which means Teacher). 17Jesus said to her, “Do not hold on 
to me, because I have not yet ascended to the Father. But go to my brothers and say to them, ‘I 
am ascending to my Father and your Father, to my God and your God.’ ” 18Mary Magdalene went 
and announced to the disciples, “I have seen the Lord”; and she told them that he had said these 
things to her. 

The Gospel of the Lord. 
Praise to you, O Christ. 

Reflection 

Having read these readings, think of this: 

About this Gospel: Mary weeps; so do we. But do not weep. The Risen Christ calls each of us by 
name.  And remember the other readings: he is rescue from the fire, restored vocation, our dry 
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bones made alive, freedom from slavery and fear, and the very downpayment on a new creation.  
Alleluia! Christ is risen! 

If you have a hymnal, you might now sing or read “At the Lamb’s High Feast We 
Sing,” (Evangelical Lutheran Worship 362), “Come, You Faithful, Raise the Strain,” (Evangelical 
Lutheran Worship 363), or “Christ Has Arisen, Alleluia / Mfurahini, haleluya.” (Evangelical 
Lutheran Worship 364) 

Come, You Faithful, Raise the Strain 

Christ Has Arisen, Alleluia Mfurahini, haleluya 

Apostles‘ Creed 

Then, in remembrance of your baptism into the death and resurrection of Jesus Christ, confess the 
baptismal creed: 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, 
creator of heaven and earth. 
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
born of the virgin Mary, 
suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
was crucified, died, and was buried; 
he descended to the dead. 
On the third day he rose again; 
he ascended into heaven, 
he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 
and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 
I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
the holy catholic church, 
the communion of saints, 
the forgiveness of sins, 
the resurrection of the body, 
and the life everlasting. Amen. 

Make the sign of the cross on your forehead with water from the bowl. 

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 

On this most holy night, we pray for the church, the earth, the world, those in need, and all the 
members of God’s family, responding to each petition with the words, “hear our prayer.” 

A brief silence. 

We pray, O God, for all the churches around the globe: for their bishops, clergy, and lay leaders; 
for the newly baptized; for the believers who cannot assemble for worship; for faithful endurance 
during this time of sorrow and distress; and for a deepening sense of your presence among us. 

A brief silence. 

O God, you are our Temple: in your mercy, 
hear our prayer. 
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We pray, O God, for the well-being of creation: for the health of seas and rivers and lakes (local 
bodies of water may be named); and for the will to care for your earth. 

A brief silence. 

O God, you are our Rainbow of promise: in your mercy, 
hear our prayer. 
 
We pray, O God, for peace and justice in the world: for an end to war and international turmoil; 
for concord in our troubled society; for the heads of state, legislators, and local civic leaders, that 
they enact wise procedures to deal with the coronavirus. 

A brief silence. 

O God, you are our Mighty Fortress: in your mercy, 
hear our prayer. 
 
We pray, O God for all who are facing the coronavirus: for all who mourn their dead; all who 
have contracted the virus; those who are quarantined or stranded away from home; those who 
have lost their employment; those who fear the present and the future. We pray for physicians, 
nurses, and home health aides; medical researchers; and the World Health Organization. Fill the 
aching in our hearts with your merciful power. 

A brief silence. 

O God, you are our Everlasting Arms: in your mercy, 
hear our prayer. 

We pray, O God, for all in need: 
for those suffering for the faith; 
for those who are poor, hungry, and homeless; 
for those who are sick and those awaiting death; 
and for those we name before you here. 

A brief silence. 

O God, you are the Healer of our every ill: in your mercy, 
hear our prayer. 
 
We pray, O God, for the desires of our hearts: 

A longer period of silence for additional spoken or silent prayers. 

O God, you are our Heart’s Desire: in your mercy, 
hear our prayer. 
 
Receive our thanks for all who died in the faith, and bring us at the final resurrection into your 
everlasting life, where sorrows will be no more. 

A brief silence. 

O God, our Beginning and our End, in your mercy, 
hear our prayer. 
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Into your gracious and mighty hands, O God, we commend all for whom we pray, trusting in 
your mercy, through your Son Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 
Amen 

Lord’s Prayer 

Our Father in heaven, 
hallowed be your name, 
your kingdom come, 
your will be done, 
on earth as in heaven. 
Give us today our daily bread, 
Forgive us our sins 
as we forgive those who sin against us. 
Save us from the time of trial, 
and deliver us from evil, 
For the kingdom, the power, 
and the glory are yours, 
now and forever. 
Amen. 

Pray this prayer and speak these final sentences: 

Eternal giver of life and light, this holy night shines with the radiance of the risen Christ. Renew 
your church with the Spirit given us in baptism, that we may worship you in sincerity and truth 
and may shine as a light in the world, through your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and 
reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 
Amen. 

Almighty God, Father, + Son, and Holy Spirit, bless us now and forever. 
Amen. 

Alleluia! Christ is Risen! 
Christ is risen indeed. Alleluia! 

For your individual or group devotion, you may desire to listen to following choral recordings 
made available through Augsburg Fortress. “Miriam Dances at the Red Sea”, “I Sing the Love that 
Dreamed Creation”. 

Reflection material: Gordon Lathrop. Intercessory Prayer: Gail Ramshaw 

Portions from Evangelical Lutheran Worship and sundaysandseasons.com, © 2020 Augsburg 
Fortress. All rights reserved. Reprinted by permission under Augsburg Fortress. 

Readings from Readings for the Assembly © 1995, 1996, 1997 Augsburg Fortress. Citations from 
the Revised Common Lectionary © 1992 Consultation on Common Texts. Scripture quotations 
from NRSV Bible, Copyright © 1989, Division of Christian Education of the National Council of 
the Churches of Christ in the United States of America, adapted and edited with permission by 
Gordon Lathrop and Gail Ramshaw.
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